Minutes for SSP Council Meeting: 11th May 2009

1. Present

Gowen Calder

Clare Duffy

Oliver Emanuel

Douglas Maxwell

Alan Wilkins 

2. Treasurers Report

£1323. All agreed this is very good and that after the next mail out to members it could be used for a conference for members as discussed at previous meetings.

3. FST/NTS rates

NST: Douglas met with Francis Poet. She talked to him about their writers scheme. It has 6 writers on attachment. NTS also is making 10 – 11 commissions a year. They are aware of some of the problems with LEARN. They are not going to put the commission fee up, but they are keen to agree fees across the whole organization and to link the SSP with Equity.

FST: The commission is to be increased by 2.5%. This will bring a full length commission to £8200. This is very good and with help from Julie Ellen at the Playwrights Studio. The Dramaturgy issue is still unresolved with the FST. However the council felt that the guidelines can be recommended by the SSP even if they are not ratified by the FST. 

Mel Kenyon and Alan Brodie are still working on when the plays revert back to the writers. 

4. AGM

27th June. Plan A. 11th July (B)

1. Alan to book STUC on Woodlands Road for 11am.

2. New Members. Someone a bit more experienced? Such as David Harrower or Chirs Hannon. Douglas is to step down next year.

3. Membership forms. Need an updated version. Clare to update, print and bring to AGM along with the membership list

4. Agenda for AGM. 

· Peter Arnott to announce the Library Scotland Project. 

· FST increase to be announced. Ask if it is ok to just announce the Dramaturgy rates as guidelines (£120 a day, £500 a week, £2500 a calendar month)

· Chair’s report: Creative Scotland, transition still happening, nobody knows still what is happening.

· Remember 3 major figures who have passed away this year: Stanely Eveline, Tom McGrath and Angus Calder

Clare to send email to members to let them know about AGM.

5. 
Tom McGrath Peter Arnott and Julie Ellen to put together an event for Tom McGrath and the SSP would like to help.

6.
Servant of Twa Maisters licence

21 performances with 10% for adaptation. SSP to get royalties. Douglas to forward Pitlochry Agreement.

What to do with this money was discussed and the possibility of a new bursary for a writer.

7. Mike Russell. Douglas to meet Mike Russell and if possible report that meeting at the AGM.

8. Discounts No discount still at Eden Court and the Tron theatre. OE to write a letter to Eden Court and Tron. Thoughts: Playwrights go to the theatre, there used to be a discount, it would be a friendly gesture.

9. Website. All ok. The website has been renewed.

10. PEN.  Scottish PEN doesn’t have any playwrights. They don’t take group membership. Gowen is to become the official SSP member. The treasurer will re-reimburse Gowen’s membership fee and she will ask Pen is there could be an SSP group membership in the future.

11. AOB membership of FST discussed

